


July 14
Leslle Harris Garden
2107 Minor Road, C'Ville

September 8
Meredith Mercer Garden
2000 Hessian Road, C'Ville

A double lot on a resldential street near the
University, this garden Is now cultivated by Leslie Harris, a
professional gardener who is the owner and principal of
LH Gardens, a resldentlal gardening service. The property
Is hilly and varied. When Leslie first started gardening
here in 2014, it was covered with English and polison ivy,
but she has uncovered something that was clearly well
planned and well planted years ago. She has added a
variety of flowering shrubs, ornamental trees to add to the
towerlng old oaks and tulip poplars, and a boatload of
perennlals.

The front area, with its southern exposure, is full
of sun loving flowers along a gravel walk. Leslie makes
that area her highest priority in terms of tidiness. There
are niches In the front wall for seasonal interest, and
some beautlful Hinokl False Cypress anchor the house,

The back area is a mix of sun and shade, and
Leslie has started to establish woodland gardens with
plenty of ferns and hostas along the walkway. There is
also a formal knot garden near the large terrace, and the
entire back area Is punctuated by a stream and small
pond. Although you can see much of the back garden
from high, please feel free to wander all over the property
to see the plantings in detall. Leslle feels she Is about
25% done; this is a garden In progressl!

Hosted by Dogwood Garden Club

Directlons: From 29S take exit for lvy Road (Bus 250).
Head towards UVA. Make a right at Alderman Rd then
a right at Minor Rd.

When Meredith moved to Charlottesville in
2006, top on the list of criteria for a new home was
having space for an extensive garden that she could
develop from scratch.

With an overgrown and neglected yard to start
with, Meredith hired a landscape deslgner and garden-
er. Together they began transforming the property one
section at a time. Bringing In dozens of truckloads of
soll and compost, along with landscape boulders and
other materlals, the garden evolved over several years.
A large varlety of trees, shrubs, and perennials were
carefully selected from the best sources and installed.
With several “rooms” created, a visltor can stroll
through the garden In many directlons with each turn
offering a new vlew and a different feel. The expansive
garden includes a rockery, a kitchen garden, a water
feature, sltting areas, nlcely- groomed lawn spaces,
mixed borders with paths, and steps connecting them
all.

The landscape is nelther a formal garden nor
a woodland garden, but something else altogether.
There Is a varlety of plants Including a large collection
of Japanese maples. Meredith's garden Is more of a
mini- arboretum. The end goal was always to create a
landscape that looked and felt mature and well-
established. By adding decent sized specimens and
making a few strateglc design declsions, the garden
feels older than Its 12 years.

Hosted by Charlottssville Garden Club

Directlons: From Emmett St S, turn left onto Barracks
Road. Take a left onto Hesslan Road,

Virginla Cooperative Extenslon programs and employment are open to
all, regardless of age, color, disabllity, gender, gender identity, gender
expresslion, national orlgin, political affillation, race, rellglon, sexual orlen-
tatlon, genetic information, veteran status, or any other basis protected
by law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. Issued in
furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Virginia Polytechnlc Institute
and State University, Virginia State Unlversity, and the U,S. Department
of Agriculture cooperating. Edwin J. Jones, Director, Virginla Cooperative
Extension, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg; M. Ray McKinnie, Interim Adminis-
trator, 1890 Extenslon Program, Virginla State Unliversity, Petersburg.
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The 17th Annual Series of Visits to Local
Gardens in and around Charlottesville
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Sponsored by the Piedmont Master Gardeners
www.pledmontmastergardeners.org
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Gardens are open from 9-12 noon.
Admisslon to each Garden s $5.
o é‘h&,\'\
Hosted by:
Albemarle Garden Club
Charlottesvllle Garden Club
Dogwood Garden Club
Monticello Garden Club
Piedmont Master Gardeners
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